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Thabazimbi – In ware Aurum Drome-styl het Hoërskool Frikkie 
Meyer se hoofseun HW du Plessis en hoofdogter Elri Geldenhuys net 
voor die matriekafskeid op Vrydag, 3 Oktober 2025, aan ’n elegante 
fotosessie deelgeneem – ’n goue voorspel tot ’n aand vol glans, 
musiek en herinneringe.
Elri se rok, ontwerp deur Carike Nel, was ’n ware dromerige 
meesterstuk. Sy beplan om volgende jaar BCom Regte te studeer, 
terwyl HW sy pad in Landbou gaan volg.
Die matriekafskeid se tema, Aurum Drome, dra ’n diep simboliek: 
“Aurum” is Latyn vir “goud” – saam dui dit op goue drome, oftewel 
voorspoed, seëninge en ’n blink toekoms.
Die gr. 11’s en hul ouers het die aand met groot sorg en styl aangebied. 
Elke element – van die dekor tot die kos en musiek – het bygedra tot 
’n betowerende afsluiting van die matrieks se skoolloopbaan.
Nou volg die finale matriekeksamen – baie sterkte aan al HFM se 
matrieks met die laaste voorbereiding!
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Hoofseun HW du Plessis 
en hoofdogter Elri 
Geldenhuys – stylvol en 
stralend tydens hul Aurum 
Drome-fotosessie.

#HFM2025Matriekafskeid 



If you want to purchase antivenom, or 
for more information, contact  

johan@asiorg.co.za or visit  
www.africansnakebiteinstitute.com.

Kopano Ya Rona Gospel Choir director, Paul Makgamathe, leads with purpose — inspiring youth through music, faith, and fellowship.

South Africa 
Faces Serious 
Antivenom 
Shortage
South Africa is in the grip of an 
antivenom crisis. According to 
the African Snakebite Institute 
(ASI), local production has 
ground to a halt, and for the past 
year no snakebite antivenom 
has been made available by the 
South African Vaccine Producers 
(SAVP).
A Lifesaving Legacy
Antivenom has been saving lives here for more 
than a century. First produced in small amounts 
in 1901, it was later manufactured by the South 
African Institute of Medical Research (SAIMR) 
from 1928 onwards. By the 1970s, SAIMR had 
developed a polyvalent antivenom effective 
against Africa’s most dangerous snakes, including 
mambas, cobras, puff adders and gaboon adders. 
A monovalent antivenom for the Boomslang has 
also been available since 1940.

How It Works
Horses remain central to antivenom production. 
They are slowly immunised with venom until 
resistant, after which serum is extracted and 
purified. Depending on the snake, a bite victim 
may need 6–20 vials of antivenom to survive.

Supply Dried Up
SAVP, rebranded under the National Health 
Laboratories, once produced reliable supplies. 
But since Covid-19, facilities have faced crippling 
setbacks. Promises to restart production by April 
2025 have not been met, and stocks of polyvalent 
antivenom are now exhausted.
Foreign-made antivenoms from India and South 
America have limited effectiveness against 
southern African venoms. Importing them requires 
special approval through SAHPRA.
A brighter option is PANAF Polyvalent, approved 
by the World Health Organisation and already 
in use in hospitals across Africa. It is shelf-
stable, easy to store, and has not caused the 
severe allergic reactions often seen with SAVP 
antivenom. However, larger dosages are needed 
– 10 to 20 vials for cobra and mamba bites – at a 
cost of about R2,000 each.

Hospitals on Alert
Doctors rarely administer antivenom automatically. 
Instead, patients are monitored closely, as many 
snakebites are not severe. When required, 
though, antivenom remains the only lifesaving 
option.

What’s Next?
The ASI warns that unless reliable supplies return, 
South Africa may remain dependent on imported 
products. With snake season here, communities 
and hospitals alike face uncertainty.

VOICES OF FAITH
Kopano Ya Rona Gospel Choir uplifts youth through song

Phadi Village, Ramokokastad – A new wave of faith and music has risen! The Kopano Ya Rona Gospel 
Choir (KYRGC), founded in October 2024, is already inspiring hope, purpose, and 
unity among local youth. Comprising 15 passionate members aged 18 to 35, the 
choir isn’t just about music — it’s a mission. “We want to teach youth to obey 
God, take them off the streets, and protect them from drugs and alcohol,” 
explains director Paul Makgamathe.
Open to both male and female members, the choir welcomes anyone with 
a love for gospel music and a desire to serve. Practices take place from 
Mondays to Thursdays at Phadi Village, and members also travel from 
nearby communities such as Kraalhoek and Thabazimbi to be part of 
the movement.
To join, new members pay a once-off R100 joining fee, with 
additional costs only when the choir travels. Kopano Ya Rona 
sings exclusively gospel music — a powerful blend of 
harmony and devotion. “With God, everything is possible!” 
Makgamathe added proudly, emphasising the choir’s motto.
For more information or to join the choir, contact 
Paul Makgamathe on 071 669 8091 or WhatsApp 
072 074 8935.

Oriah Sebolai is looking for work. With 
over 17 years of experience in woodwork 
(decking, kitchens, etc.), maintenance, 

ironwork, and more. Oriah is an all-rounder 
and bilingual. Available immediately. 

Call or WhatsApp: 083 204 6355

JOB SEEKER

SEMENTSTENE, MAXI BLOKKE, 
PLAVEISEL - BEVEL (KLEUR OF GRYS), 

PLAVEISEL - INTERLOCKERS (KLEUR OF GRYS), 
KLEISTENE, SAND EN KLIP 

Thabazimbi kantoor 
083 296 2916

thaba@buffelbeton.co.za

Koedoeskop Kantoor
083 343 0781 

buffelbeton@thabanet.co.za 
Posbus 245 | Koedoeskop 0361

Platina Drive No. 10, Thabazimbi, Limpopo, 1387, Size: 9,078 m²  
(Nine thousand and seventy-eight square metres) 

Details: • Current lease agreement in place for the property (can be 
upheld or cancelled). • Registered tower lease on a 10m x 10m section 
of the property, with annual escalation, registered against the title deed. 
Property Features: • Main Office Building: Includes boardroom, open-plan area, private offices, small kitchen, 
and separate men’s and ladies’ toilets. • Security Office with steel lockers • Ablution Block: Showers, toilets, and 
additional office/storage space • 8 x Lockup Units: Each 6.3m deep x 3.55m wide x 3.05m high • 4 x IBR Sheds: Each 
10.4m deep x 4.3m wide x 3.8m high • Large Lapa • Fenced off concrete slabs • Massive Industrial Concrete Slab 
connecting all buildings and the lapa •  Extras: • Security system • JoJo tank with pressure pump

Contact Seller:

Len Lombard | 081 389 2846

FOR SALE
PRICE REDUCED 

FROM R3,300,000 to 
R2,900,000 

(R2.9 million)

View by appointment only, 
INDUSTRIAL PROPERTY

Lease income on this 
property is more than 

20 year bond repayment if 
you don’t pay any deposit.

*Hydraulic Filters  *Heavy Duty Filters      
*Generator Filters  *Filter Kits
* Compressor Filters *Recon Filters           
*Automotive     *Various Oils

Placing an obituary 
Announcing the death of a family member is a time-honoured 

tradition as life should be celebrated and never forgotten. To help 
you to celebrate the life of your loved one and share details about 

the upcoming funeral, place an obituary in our newspaper, free 
of charge. You can include the date of death, details about their 
life and surviving family members. You can also write a special 
message, a poem or a prayer. Please  include a photo and the 

date, time and place of the memorial service. 
If you would like to place an obituary in Platinum Weekly / Platinum 
Bushvelder, send the information via WhatsApp to 072 482 6871 

or email news@platinumweekly.co.za/ 
news@platinumbushvelder.co.za.

Rare but ready: Although Boomslang bites are uncommon, monovalent antivenom for this species is still kept in SAVP stockpiles.

Once a lifeline, now scarce: SAVP’s polyvalent antivenom protects against Africa’s deadliest snakes, but is currently extremely hard to obtain.
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WANT TO PLACE AN ADVERT? CALL 014 592 3257

When small meets 
mighty — the Hyundai 
i20 after colliding with 
the massive abnormal 
load on the R511.

Emergency teams worked for hours to clear the 
R511 after the crash and secure the heavy load.

Crash with an 
Abnormal Load 
Shuts Down 
R511 for Hours
Thabazimbi – A serious collision between a white 
Hyundai i20 and an abnormal load brought traffic 
to a standstill on Thursday afternoon, 2 October 2025, 
along the R511 just after Cotton Gin on the Thabazimbi–
Koedoeskop–Brits Road.
The accident occurred around 15:00 when the small 
vehicle collided with the abnormal load truck heading 
toward Ellisras (Lephalale). Fortunately, the driver of the 
Hyundai sustained only minor injuries.
Following the impact, the massive load shifted, completely 
blocking the roadway for several hours. Emergency 
teams worked tirelessly to stabilise and reposition the 
load. Once secured, responders assisted in moving the 
abnormal load up to Foodzone/ MBT in Thabazimbi, 
where it was safely removed from the road around 00:30. 
The following morning, the Ellisras Traffic Department 
escorted the load further toward its destination.
Responders on the scene included Thaba Fire & Rescue, 
Thabazimbi Traffic Department, Wildmed Emergency 
Services, Waterberg Emergency Services, Limpopo 
Traffic, and Rieks Towing (Pretoria).
“We are extremely thankful that no lives were lost. This 
incident shows the importance of patience and safety 
when sharing the road with abnormal loads,” said Pierre 
Loots, director of Thaba Fire & Rescue.
The cause of the accident is still under investigation.
Thaba Fire and Rescue press release extracts

Five arrested for 
house robbery – 
AFTER VIOLENT 
FARM ATTACK IN 
NORTHAM

Northam – Police teamwork between 
Limpopo and North West provinces has 
led to the swift arrest of five suspects 
following a violent farm attack near 
Northam in the early hours of Thursday, 
2 October 2025.
According to police reports, seven people 
were asleep on the farm when they were 
ambushed by a group of armed attackers wearing 
balaclavas at around 01:20. The intruders 

assaulted and terrorised the victims before 
fleeing with cash in foreign currency, 
cellphones, diesel water pumps, and 
vehicle batteries.
A joint cross-border investigation was 

immediately launched. Acting on vital 
intelligence, police traced the suspects’ 

getaway vehicle to Brits in the North West 
Province. The five suspects were apprehended, 
and all stolen property was recovered.

The suspects appeared before the Brits 
Magistrates’ Court on Friday, 3 October 2025, 
for possession of suspected stolen property, 
before being transferred to Northam Magistrate’s 
Court to face charges of house robbery. Limpopo 
provincial police commissioner, lieutenant general 
Thembi Hadebe, commended the teamwork.

Platinum Publishers (Pty) Ltd t/a Platinum Bushvelder disclaims all liability for any loss, damage, 
injury or expense, however caused, arising from the use of or reliance upon, in any matter, the 
information provided through this publication, whether through news, classifieds, editorials or 
advertisements, and does not warrant the truth, accuracy or completeness of the information 
provided. Advertisements, classifieds, editorials and letters written to the editor/ newspaper/s 
is the opinions and representations of the companies/individuals who placed or sent the 
advertisements, classifieds, editorials or wrote or sent the letters to the editor and not that of the 
editor/s, editor in chief, journalists, employees or owners of Platinum Publishers (Pty) Ltd. We 
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Do you think public services 
fail because government 
employees are incompetent 
and simply don’t care?
From endless queues to unanswered calls, many South 
Africans feel let down by public service delivery. But what’s 
really to blame — lack of skills, weak leadership, or sheer 
indifference? Share your thoughts: is it a system that’s 
broken, or people who simply don’t care anymore?

Here’s how you can participate. Email us at  
news@platinumbushvelder.co.za or WhatsApp your 
response to 081 579 7000. 
Include the following:
•	 Your answer: Yes or No
•	 Why? We want to hear from you!    
•	 A recent photo – We’d love to publish your pic 

alongside your answer!
•	 Your town/city 
•	 Deadline – Be sure to send your response before 12:00 

on Monday, 13 October 2025.

Vote results: The outcome of the poll will be featured in 
our next issue. Be a part of our community’s story!
P.S.: Don’t forget, you can also voice your opinion on our 
Facebook post about this topic. Join the conversation!

POLL

TROU IS NIE PERDEKOOP NIE
Kom geniet die sprankelende romantiese komedie Trou is nie perdekoop nie, geskryf 

deur David Louw en vertolk deur David Louw en Christel van den Bergh. Hierdie 
produksie beloof lag, liefde en lewenslesse wat jou laat nadink én laat glimlag. ’n 
Aand van topvermaak wag! | Venue: KUNSTEGROT @ Thabazimbi Skougronde | 

Kontak: Rita – 083 744 8559 | Elna – 072 905 4618 | Kaartjies: R200 p.p. | R180 vir 
pensioenarisse.

Vrydag, 17 Oktober 2025

SmartBrain Kidz Gholfdag
SmartBrain Kidz nooi alle gholfliefhebbers en vriende uit na ’n gesellige en 

mededingende Gholfdag by die pragtige Amandelbult Gholfklub. Die dag word 
aangebied in die vorm van ’n Full American Scramble 4-Bal en beloof ’n heerlike 

mengsel van sport, spanwerk en ontspanning. Vir R2500 per 4-Bal (R625 per 
persoon) sluit die deelnamefooie ’n smaaklike “halfway” ete sowel as aandete in. Met 

tee-afslag om 09:00 en ’n warm, vriendelike atmosfeer, is dit die ideale dag om jou 
gholfswaai te geniet, nuwe mense te ontmoet en die gemeenskap te ondersteun. | 

Kontakbesonderhede: Mariaan – 081 026 5342, of Tanyia – 084 409 9457. 

Saterdag, 25 Oktober 2025

9 3 7
8 7 6

6 5 1
3 5 9

1 7 3 8
6 7 9 5

1 6 8 2
5 9 1

8 7 4

I, even I, am the Lord, 
And besides Me there is no 
savior. I have declared and 
saved, I have proclaimed, 
And there was no foreign 
god among you; Therefore 
you are My witnesses,” 
Says the Lord, 
“that I am God.

NEW KING JAMES VERSION (NKJV)

ISAIAH 43:11-12
SOULFOOD

Did you know?
Ever wondered why elevators have mirrors? It’s not 
just for checking your hair! In the 1950s, building 
managers received countless complaints about “slow 
elevators.” Engineers discovered the real issue wasn’t 
speed — it was boredom. By adding mirrors, people 
became distracted admiring 
their reflections or adjusting 
their ties instead of watching 
the floors crawl by. The result? 
Complaints vanished!

PUBLIC POLL: THE RESULTS ARE IN!
Do you believe in miracles?

Some say miracles are extraordinary acts of divine intervention, while others view them as coincidences or unexplained events. 
Whether it’s a healing, survival against all odds, or a small blessing in your daily life – we’d love to know your thoughts.

Do you believe in miracles?

HAVE YOUR SAY

“Miracles happen 
when faith meets 

action — trust and 
belief must always 

be present.”

Thabang Molefe, 
Regorogile

“Yes. I believe in 
miracles because 
when I was at my 
lowest, God gave 

me hope and 
changed my life. He 
truly is my miracle 

maker.”

Loerien Denicker, 
Thabazimbi

NO 11% YES 89%

071 622 2702
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Koedoeskop – Ná drie maande se harde werk, 
dans, liedjies en lag het Laerskool Koedoeskop 
se leerders op 1 en 2 Oktober 2025 hul 
langverwagte Kaleidoskoop van Kleure revue 
met trots aangebied. Dit was nie net ’n fees vir 
die oog nie, maar ook ’n viering van spanwerk en 
gemeenskapsgees.
Vir die eerste keer het die skool se verhoog 
gestraal agter hul splinternuwe gordyn – ’n 
simboliese begin van ’n nuwe era vir die skool 

se kultuuraktiwiteite. Onder leiding van juffrou 
Maritza Ahlers en Natasha Smit, en met die bydrae 
van elke personeellid wat hul eie klas afgerig het, 
het die produksie ’n ware gemeenskapsprestasie 
geword.
“Ons personeelkorps is regtig ’n wenspan,” 
sê een van die organiseerders trots. “Van die 
skoonmakers, busdrywers, admin tot by elke 
onderwyser – almal het saamgestaan.”
Van die 230 leerders het 215 op die verhoog 

gestaan – elkeen met ’n glimlag, vol selfvertroue 
en kleur. Die twee stoelaande was uitverkoop, en 
die gala-aand het met groot sukses afgesluit. Die 
gemeenskap het ook hul deel gedoen deur aktief 
aan die veiling deel te neem waarmee fondse 
ingesamel is om die nuwe gordynprojek te voltooi.
Met kleure, musiek en vreugde het Koedoeskop 
gewys dat wanneer ’n gemeenskap saam droom 
en saam werk – word die resultaat ’n ware 
kaleidoskoop van trots!

Bok-drome op ’n 
Internasionale 
Veld
Thabazimbi – In ‘n uiteenlopende en opwindende 
rugby-uitstappie, het twee leerders van Hoërskool 
Frikkie Meyer hul skool en dorp landwyd laat glans. 
Johnny Barnard en Ruben Venter is onlangs gekies 
om deel te wees van die Nasionale Bokkiespan wat 
in Spanje gaan deelneem hierdie vakansie. Sterkte 
manne!

RHINOS RUMBLE 
TO GOLD CUP 

QUARTER-FINALS!
Rustenburg – The Northam Platinum Rhinos 
Rugby Club delivered another powerhouse 
performance in the 2025 Gold Cup, defeating 
Welkom Rugby Club 31–19 on Saturday, 4 
October 2025. Trailing 14–19 at halftime, 
the Rhinos roared back with grit and 
determination, turning the game around in 
spectacular fashion to secure their spot in the 
quarter-final round. Their disciplined defence 
and relentless forward drives kept Welkom 
under pressure until the final whistle.
The Rhinos’ next battle takes place on 
Saturday, 11 October 2025, when they face 
the Harlequins in the quarter-final, on the 
Harlequins’ home turf. Fans are encouraged 
to come out in numbers and make some noise 
for their team!
For more information, contact assistant coach 
Flip de Kock at 076 791 4659.

Laerskool Koedoeskop 
se leerders het met hul 
2025-revue, “Kaleidoskoop 
van Kleure”, die gehoor 
betower met talent, kleur 
en energie.

Timiné Visser (goalie) saam met haar span.

Timiné Visser blink uit op 
SA toer in Namibië
Thabazimbi – Hoërskool Frikkie Meyer se eie Timiné Visser (goalie) het onlangs ‘n uitsonderlike rol 
gespeel toe sy gekies is vir die SA o.16 Presidente-hokkiespan wat tans in Namibië op toer is. In hul 
eerste wedstryd moes sy saam met haar span gasgee om Namibië se o.21-span te trotseer — en hulle 
het gewen met 6–4!
Al is Timiné nog ‘n hoërskoolmeisie, staan sy kop en skouers bo op die internasionale veld — en sy is 
slegs by die begin van wat ‘n blink hokkie-toekoms kan wees.

Johnny Barnard en Ruben Venter

Kleure, Kreatiwiteit en Koedoes!
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